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Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata
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JG2



Slide 2

JG2 Jackie Gmach, 6/19/2019



Intolerance is in truth 
weakening the abilities of 
the cultivation of inner 
greatness.

We struggle to strive 
for  this victory which 
does not lead to struggle.

Intolerance provides 
weakness.

NOTRE COMBAT
On a Page of Mein Kampf



NOTRE COMBAT
On a Page of 
Mein Kampf



“We are THE TREE OF LIFE” ©

Illuminating the hidden works of  Shoah artists                  
who with courage dared to create. 

We strive to know!



“If we do not honor our past, we lose our future. If we destroy our roots, we cannot grow.”  Friedensreich Hundertwasser

In 1938, Friedensreich Hundertwasser and his mother were forced to leave their home when the Nazis annexed Austria. Young
Hundertwasser and his mother posed as Christians despite their Jewish heritage. He joined the Hitler Youth to mislead Nazi
authorities. After the war, he attended the Academy of Fine Art in Vienna, the same academy which denied a young Hitler’s
admission.

Project representation/Logo: A tree with its roots (brown), leaves (green) and butterflies flying in and out of the branches with 
a staff. (Designed by Yvette Ballantyne, at the age of 10. 2018) 

We are THE TREE OF LIFE©
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“We are THE TREE OF LIFE” © MISSION

 To illuminate, in performing arts presentations, the creations of Shoah artists who 
dared to create music, visual arts and literature.

 To have ancillary programs 
a) about the courage of the composers, artists and writers,
b) about the anti-Semitism that spawned the suffering they endured,
c) about the anti-Semitism occurring today and its relationship to the anti-
Semitism of the Shoah.

 To honor the people of the past who were silenced during the Shoah (Holocaust), 
and give them back a voice to be heard by the people of today!

 To honor the San Diego Holocaust Survivors with a community wide event.
 To learn the lessons of the past and to teach tolerance with the lessons of the 

present.
 To implement educational programs in liaison with universities, schools and 

libraries with the performing arts presentations.
 To develop a collaboration with San Diego musicologists, artists, educators, and 

performing arts audiences.                                                                                              
 To make this project a model for others to emulate.



“We are THE TREE OF LIFE” will become an EDUCATIONAL 
TOOL against the DESTRUCTION of the world of HATE.  It 
will become an EDUCATIONAL TOOL for the world of 
RESPECT, ACCEPTANCE, and PEACE.  From HATE (HATE 
HURTS), the LESSONS OF MORAL COURAGE will be learned. 

The vision for Moral Courage is a world in which all persons 
flourish and respect each other because all recognize the value of 
every individual and group, irrespective of their religion, their 
culture, their ethnicity, or any other impediment to living in a just 
and peaceful world. 



PERFORMING ARTS PRESENTATIONS 
Honorary Guests:  Dr. Stephen D. Smith, Mr. Peter Yarrow, Condcutor Murry Sidlin 

Music scores, painting, drawings, and literature were kept secret from the Nazis,  
and all perpetrators. They were inscribed on any kind of material, of any size,  
and of any shape.  
 

In those days, music notes were silent. On this day, the music will be heard. 
In those days, drawings were hidden and invisible. On this day they will be seen.  
In those days, literature was voiceless. On this day, life stories, words, and poetry will be heard. 

 
They were hidden, but NOT LOST. 

THEY WERE SILENCED. 
 THEY WERE INVISIBLE. 

   THEY WERE VOICELESS. 
 



The worst Anti-Semitic attack, since the creation of the United States occurred at
the Tree of Life Synagogue, in Pittsburgh (PA) on Saturday, October 27, 2018,
while Shabbat morning services were held. This crime illustrates the title of Dr.
Stephen D. Smith’s book - NEVER AGAIN, YET AGAIN.

“When we said Never Again, it was not never again to the Holocaust. It was never
again to Anti-Semitism, the bitter root that for centuries caused relentless harm.
Anti-Semitism, sometimes quiet, sometimes violent, always has the potential to
kill.
And now, after all our attempts to name it and shame it, Anti-Semitism continues
to kill.

But, however lethal it may be, we still have the power of life. We are stronger than
hate. It is not enough to say Never Again, hoping the worst does not happen. We
have to work everyday, quietly, in our own way, to ensure the best happens as the
result of our actions.

« We are THE TREE OF LIFE© » is an example of creating life instead of death,
love instead of hate.”

NEVER AGAIN, YET AGAIN identifies the WHY of this project.                     
Dr. Stephen D. Smith, Executive Director, USC Shoah Foundation 



Designed by Yvette Ballantyne, 10 years old.     The round shape, of dark and luminous colors. 



The question is, for all of us, as Jews, “How can we turn this escalating hatred and 
Anti-Semitism into something that confronts the past in ways that can “weave the 
sunshine out of the falling rain.”
What are the tools that can reframe today’s circumstances, so that we become 
stronger, more united and more loving humans to each other? How can we be role 
models who embrace our tikkun olam selves as we bring light to everyone, not just 
other Jews, but everyone who is experiencing today’s eruption of hatred, vitriol, 
division and what 
I see as a growing “black hole of empathy and compassion” in our country and the 
world.
I see the answer as being similar to the answer that came to us in the time of the Civil 
Rights Movement. That answer was love, pure and simple: for each other, for what 
we believed in, for justice, for all of humankind and, somehow, we did not allow 
ourselves to be swallowed (and therefore immobilized by) those who were 
perpetrators, killers, and desecraters of what was humane, sacred and noble in 
human beings.
We must not hide from the reality of what threatens us in these times. We must 
confront 
it with love and solidarity, with tears and joy and an affirmation of our best selves.
In my experience, it is the Arts that best allows the creation of the kind of community 
and unanimity that can inspire, heal and forge a new path. 

Peter Yarrow (Peter Paul and Mary)



A TREE OF LIFE. 

From a page of Mein Kampf

עץ של חיים



IT HAS TO WORK!
WE CAN DO IT!

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE 
A BETTER WORLD

NO HATE!
NO GENOCIDE

NO CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

RESPECT, VALUES, ETHICS
If I may recommend, do not refer to “Tolerance.” 

Tolerate someone is the wrong approach!

Respect, acceptance, understanding!  

AND YOUR OWN WORDS



I believe in   “גם זה טוב“     Gam Ze Le Tova



MERCI

THANK YOU

jackiegmach@hotmail.com


